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Believing  that  its  rich  resources  of  historical  lure  Bhculd  and  can  be 
of  greater  value  to  the  citizens  of  this  county,  It  In  proposed  here  to 
print  extracts  from  old  scrap-book* , letters,  diaries,  documents  etc.  re- 
lating to  the  early  settlement  and  pioneer  life  of  Lafayette  and  the  out- 
, . c An  invLtatiort  it>  cxtGndod  *to  ©xamin©  this  AdiwIcaiie  of 

Swl  L°ur.»t  in  It.  original  ton.  at  th.  Sail  ffi£EM,  «8  Main  St., 
the  bettor  to  appreciate  the  history  and ^heritage  of  our  community. 

„ on  reaching  the  Wabash  Kiver,  a sharp  lookout  vaa  kept  up  for  the  new 
****  ^ ofnvpi  t'p  The  fev/  houses  or  cabins  thon  built*  could  not  6® 
from  ?L  sSS  A few  days  before  arrival  they  met  a hunter  who  told  the. 

+ h,v  would  have  to  keep  a sharp  lookout  or  they  would  pass  the  Bite.  A 
large  spring  on  the  bank  (located  butween  what  lu  now  Main  and  Ferry 
iould  indicate  the  spot  at  which  they  muut  holt.  The  spring  was  located, 
the  scow  stopped  and  tied  up  and  thw  long  Journey  came  to  an  end  Juno  — 

182g  ^Frorn  the  account  of  the  Journey  of  George  Niohol  to  Lafayette 

from*Hnmilton,  Ohio,  as  written  by  Chariea  Andrew,  a deBOondent. 

From  the  Scrap-Book  of  Clara  Jenners  Sweotser.  Vol.  1 p.  20J,  2°6. 

,,  a glance  at  the  past  carries  us  back  to  the  few  log  cabins  "^ch  con- 
sented the  town  of  Lafayette  in  1827-1828.  Among  ®f  “blns 

was  a tavern  kept  by  Kobert  Johnson,  an  experienced  landlord  who  wao 

i/cr.dforddvlU.  in  1825  .hen  Mill™  Dlgby  ..plojed 
Ltt.urv.jr  the  original  plat  of  tafey.tte.  Thl.  tty.rn  ...  ^torywi 
a half  bouse  which  stood  on  the  southwest  comer  of  Main  and  Third  Streets 
his  wife  and  throe  dnuEbtoru  constituted  the  female  force  of  that 
popular  and  well  conducted  tavern,  where  the  Judge  and  lawy«re 
while  holding  court  in  the  old  log  court-house  that  stood  near  the  river 
bank  at  the  foot  of  Uain  Street." 

Continuing,  "At  meal-times  thTeldest  of  the  three  girla  took  a long 
tin  trumpet  and  standing  in  the  front  door,  blew  a blast  that  called  in 
the  guests,  not  only  from  the  court-house,  but  echoing  over  the  surround- 
ing hills  calling  to  dinner  the  laborers  from  the  woods  and  thickets  for 
miles  around  in  every  direction.  Welcome  sound  I To  the  music  of  that 
horn  many  scores  and  dozens  of  hungry  men  came  marching  in  to  partake  of 
fhe  s^uo^  meals  of  venison  and  wild  turkey,  cooked  by  Urs.  Johnson  and 
her  accomplished  daughters  who  were  all  good-looking  and  interesting. 
Catherine  Alice,  who  was  tali  and  gracoful,  would  have  made  an  excellent 
trumpeter  for  a regiment  of  Joans  of  Arc,  so  shrill  ■uid  musical  were  the 
tones  of  her  tin  bugle." 

"....As  the  village  continued  to  grow.  Ferry,  Uain  and  Columbia  Streets 
were  grubbed  out  as  far  as  the  PubLic  Square,  which  was  cleared  of  its 
heavy  foreBt  trees,  grape-vines  and  hazel  brush. .... .three  rival  hot  1 

were  erected Stephen  Taylor' u tavern  being  called  TiE  NATIONAL  HOTEL, 

and  stood  on  Columbia  Street  opposite  the  Public  Square.  (Wear  the  Loeb 
& Heno  Store)  This  hotel,  unuer  the  management  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  his  good 
wide-awake  spouec,  was  a popular  resort  of  the  travelling  public  from  Main 
to  Texas  for  many  yearbj  Stephen  loved  horses  and  better  Judge  of  horse- 
flesh could  not  be  found  in  the  country." 

"....The  day  was  then  the  town  (Lafayette)  could  not  muster  more  than  six 
or  eight  eligible  girls.  It  was  hard  to  get  up  a party  without  going  ten 
or  twelve  miles  into  the  country  for  girls,  who  had  to  be  taken  home  next 

d*y-”  — 0 — 

Take  r.rlds  la  xour  pioneer  aneestn-.  *« * forefathers  -rested  from 
the  wildernesb  the  foundation  of  all  that  you  now  enjoy.  Be  loyal  to  them. 
A fine  way  to  express  that  loyalty  would  be  membership  in  the  Tippecanoe 
County  Hibtorical  Association.  Join  now.  The  cout  ia  email— only  50  cents. 

0 

The  name  of  the  Wabash  river  is  derived  from  the  Miami  Indian  word, 
"Wah-ba-shik-a, " signifying  water  flowing  over  white  stones. 

The  first  corn  planted  on  the  Wea  wa$  by  Lerwis  Thomas  and  John 
McFarland  in  1823. 
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Concerning  Jackson  Tov.nniup:  Tut  developmc-nt  of  Jackson  Township  is 

closely  interwoven  with  the  advent  of  the  Mehany  Family  in  Indiana, 
particularly  Jessf-  David  and  Samuel,  sons  of  Alexander  Meharry  3rd,  who 
immigrated  to  America  in  1794  from  Ireland  where  Ids  grandsire  had  fled  his 
native  Scotland  to  escape  religious  persecution.  From  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
young  Jesse  Meharry  came  to  Indiana  in  1328  accompanied  by  Ids  brothers,  all 
of  whom  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  tho  fertile  Shawneo  prairies,  purchased 
land  in  the  same  region.  It  was  ut  that  time  that  Josso  Meharry  purchased 
the  240  acres  known  as  the  BHAWIJEE  MOUND  FARM,  tho  site  of  the  historic 
signal  mound  of  Indian  fame.  Around  this  re&e^vous  had  clustered  the 
Shawnee  warriors  whose  villages  containing  about  6000  inhabitants  lay  to  the 
west.  Of  old  sentinels  were  constantly  posted  on  the  mound  watching  the 
approach  of  hostile  tribes  and  venturesome  white  men  and  their  cruelty  to 
white  captives  is  a tradition  tliat  has  persisted  tlirough  the  years. 

After  entering  his  land,  Jesse  Meharry  returned  to  Ohio  where  he 
remained  until  late  fall  of  1831  when  he  brought  his  bride,  Jane  Love 
Francis,  eo  their  Shawneo  Mound  Farm.  From  his  diary  is  this  notation: 
"December  9,  1831,  wife-  and  I moved  into  our  cabin.  Tho  snow  was  half  leg 
deep  in  the  cabin  with  neither  floor,  loft  nor  chimney.  But  we  made  out 
to  live.  It  was  a cold  winter.  Much  snow." 

He  was  a successful  farmer,  philanthropist  and  public-spirited  man, 
keeping  the  Shawnee  Mound  post  office  at  his  home  for  many  years  in  the  early 
days  when  mail  was  brought  from  Crawfords ville  only  once  a week.  He  was 
a delegate  to  the  Vvldg  state  convention  in  1840  and  at  his  suggestion  a 
mass  meeting  was  held  at  Battle  Ground  where  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe. was. 
fought  and  which  proved  to  be  the  greatest  political  gathering  ever  held 
in  the  state. 

On  April  23,  1869,  Mr.  Meharry  offered  his  Shawnee  farm  to  Governor 
baker  us  a gift  to  the  State  of  Indiana  if  he  would  locate  the  new  state 
agricultural  college  there.  Tho  Governor  and  Trustees  visited  the  farm 
and  seemed  favoraDiy  impressed  but  later  informed  him  that  the  college  had 
been  located  at  Lafayette.  The  institution  is  now  called  Purdue  University 
by  reason  of  large  endowments  received  from  John  Purdue  of  Lafayette. 

See  "The  Meharry  Family  in  Amorica",  page  303. 

DON'T  MISS  TIPPECANOE  DAY.  According  to  custom  the  Tippecanoe  County 
Historical  Association  will  celebrato  Harrison's  victory  over  the  Indians 
on  November  7,  1811,  the  observance  this  year  being  held  in  the  Museum  on 
Monday  Evening,  November  11,  at  8:00  P.M.  Dr.  Otho  Winger  President  of 
North  Manchester  College  and  widely  known  authority  on  Indian  history,  will 
address  the  Society  and  its  friends  on  "SOME  INTERESTING  SIDELIGHTS  ON  THE 
BATTLE  OF  TIPPECANOE"  pertaining  to  certain  Indians  who  figured  in  the 
Battle  and  developments  later,  notably  Cicott  and  Burnett.  (For  whom 
Burnett's  Creek  was  named.)  The  lecture  is  free. 

They're  doing  it  too.  According  to  Mrs.  Fred  C.  Dobelbower,  our  chair- 
man of  Natural  History,  we  needn't  waste  sympathy  on  the  travel-weariness 
of  the  poor  little  humming  birds  as  observers  say  (see  National  Geographic 
Bird  Book,  193£)  they  arrivo  in  Central  America  for  the  winter 

beason  frosh  as  a daisy,  having  hitch-hiked  the  long  Journey  tucked  into 
the  feathers  of  larger  bii’ds  making  the  flight. 

Probably  the  FIRST  TROPHY  to  be  awarded  in  Tippecanoe  County  v/as  won 
by  "Johnny"  Foresman,  age  7,  of  Haggerty  Lane  in  1840.  It  was  the  first 
fair  of  the  newly  organized  Agricultural  Society  and  was  inclosed  by  a rail 
fence  of  the  stake  and  rider  variety  within  the  city  block  bounded  by  Fifth, 
South,  Fourth  and  Columbia  Streets,  southeast  of  the  present  court-house. 

The  cup  was  awarded  to  the  local  boy  who  raised  anu  conditioned  the  best 
hog.  "Johnny's"  hog,  a 600  ib.  Poland  China,  won  the  coveted  cup  but  tears 
of  disappointment  in  the  eyes  of  the  runner-up,  small  "Ollie"  Pierce,  so 
softened  the  judges  that  they  awarded  him  a consolation  cup  for  his  Chester 
White  contender.  "Johnny",  J.  B.  Foresman,  a friend  of  George  Ade,  lived  to 
bo  a patriarch  of  98  years.  The  tropliy  above  mentioned  may  be  viewed  at  the 
Museum. 

COME  TO  THE  MUSEUM.  You  are  always  welcome.  We  have  visitors  from 
Maine  to  California  and  beyond  the  seas. 


GENEALOGY  DEPT. 
JAN  22  1997 


TIPPECANOE  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION 
uAFAYETTE,  IND. 


Allen  County  Public  Library 


Vol.  1.  Issue  2 QUARTERLY  BULLETIN January,  1941 

To  our  members  and  friends,  best  wishes  for  the  New  Year.  We  believe  that  it 
is  still  possible  for  the  Past  of  America  to  inspire  the  Future.  Will  you  not  give 
us  an  opportunity  to  prove  that  history  is  not  dry  as  dust?  Ample  proof  is  to  be 
seen  and  read  at  the  COUNTY  MUSEUM,  658  wlain  Street. 

From  "Old  Settlers"  by  Sandford  C.  Cox,  p.  79:  "Many  persons ... .besides 

cattle  and  horses  suffered  from  the  poisonous  fangs  of  venomous  reptiles  which 
infested  every  portion  of  the  country.  Early  in  spring  and  late  in  the  fall  certain 
localities  teemed  v*ith  the  scaly  monsters.  Strict  search  was  instituted  in  the 
Spring  of  1827-28.  Two  snake  dens  were  discovered  in  vicinity  of  Lafayette. .. .one 
in  a deep  ravine  a half  mile  west  of  Lafayette  where  the  road  ascends  the  hill 
going  to  Kingston  (W.  Laf.)  and  the  other  at  the  north  side  of  Big  wea  Creek,  near 
Bear's  Spring,  a half  mile  northeast  of  Foresman's  Mill.  (Near  Elston)  Word  was 
sent  through  different  neighbornoods  for  citizens  to  meet  at  these  dens  on  certain 
days  mentioned  in  notice,  with  mattocks,  spades  and  crow-bars.  If ' the. .. .rocks 
were  such  that  the  snakes  could  be  dug  out,  they  went  to  work.... and  brought  out 
scores  of  torpid  rattlesnakes ....  'bruised  their  heads’  into  a pummj.ee  and  left 
them  to  be  devoured  of  hogs.  Some  of  the  fattest  were  taken  home  and  gallons  of 
oil  extracted  from  their  carcasses  e;nd  their  glittering  skins  carefully  saved  to 
cure  rheumatism,  and  other  chronic  disorders ... .A  few  years  of  snake  killing  in 
this  wholesale  manner  comparatively  rid  the  country  of  these  dangerous  serpents." 

From  the  "Autobiography  of  John  Taylor 11 , written  by  him  February  16,  1852. 

See  Sample  portfolio:  "I  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  September  1, 
1802.... In  the  spring  of  1807  my  father  with  his  family  emigrated  to  Ohio.... the 
household  goods,  family  and  all,  including  two  horses,  shipt  on  board  a flat  boat 
for  Cincinnati.  My  father  took  me  to  a store  in  a small  log  house  (in  Cincinnati) 
and  purchased  buckskin  pants  for  four  of  his  boys.  The  pair  I got  was  put  on  me 
in  the  store.  They  felt  as  soft  as  silk,  the  seams  corded,  the  lapels  stitched 
very  nicely  with  yellov,  silk  pockets  and  watchfob.  I felt  pretty  large  after  I got 
them  on;  I cared  but  little  to  have  anything  to  do  with  my  old  trowsers.  They  were 
the  very  thing  to  make  me  w/alk  straight  and  feel  stiff  and  the  first  time  they  got 
wet  and  dried  they  kept  me  so...."  Grown  to  young  man-hood  the  account  continues: 
"After  the  third  year  (He  was  employed  in  the  merchandise  business  in  Terre  Haute) 

I was  sent  out  to  hunt  a location  tc  sell  goods.  I selected  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
and  in  July,  1827,  I opened  a smali  lot  of  goods  in  a log  building  they  used  as  a 
courthouse  and  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  between  Main  and  Ferry  Streets 
....it  was  used  previous  to  that  time,  1826,  as  a trading  establishment  by  James 
flyman,  an  Indian  trader".  (Wyman  was  authorised  by  the  Board  of  Juotices  to  "vend 
foreign  merchandise  after  producing  a certificate  from  the  County  Treasury  for  the 
payment  of  two  dollars  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year"  according  to  the  record 
of  the  July  term,  1826.).... "I  got  the  privilege  of  occupying  it  during  the  summer 
for  a store  room  but  had  to  give  it  up  in  the  fall  for  them  to  hold  court  in.... I 
got  a room  in  a better  part  of  the  ciey....I  think  there  were  in  the  neighborhood 
of  15  houses,  log  buildings,  on  the  town  plat."  Of  the  public  house  kept  by  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  he  says,  "There  were  three  rooms  including  the  kitchen  and  one  upper 
room  over  the  three  rooms  without  a floor,  save  for  two  planks  for  each  bed  to 


- 


stand  on  and  one  extra  plank  to  get  in  ana  out  of  bed,  to  dress  and  undress.  In 
short,  whoever  lodged  there  had  to  walk  the  plank  night  anu  morning."  ...."The  city 
of  Lafayette  in  its  infancy  was  a rough  looking  place  and  its  inhabitants  made  up 
of  all  kinds,  colors  and  characters.  The  Indians  seemed  to  be  the  most  conspicuous." 

0 

It  isn't  too  late  to  renew  your  membership  in  the  Historical  Association. 

Why  did  they  call  it  "THE  WILD  CAT"?  Around  the  name  of  one  of  the  principal 
streams  of  this  county  there  clings  an  aura  of  mystery.  Often  the  subject  of 
conjecture,  it  is  possible  that  it  does  not  draw  its  name  from  the  profusion  of 
those  stealthy  animals  that  stalked  its  crooked  length  in  the  old  days  as  has 
been  generally  supposed,  hat her  is  it  likely  that  the  name  reflects  the  importance 
of  a man,  John  B.  Richardviile,  v.ho  was  known  among  ills  Indian  associates  as 
Peshewa,  the  wild  cat. 

Otho  Winger,  acknowledged  authority  on  Indian  history,  says  of  him  in  his 
LAST  OF  THE  MIAMIS,  p.  13:  "Born  at  Kekionga  (Ft.  Wayne)  in  1761,  he  was  the  son 

of  Joseph  De  Richard  villa,  a French  trader  of  noble  birth.  His  mother  v.as 
Tacumwah,  a sister  of  the  great  Miami  Chief,  Little  Turtle. .. .She  was  a keen 
business  woman ... .conducting  a prosperous  trading  post  on  the  Eel  river  near  the 
Turtle  village  where  she  and  her  brother  were  born ... .Her ’s  was  almost  a monopoly 
ct?  trade  by  way  of  the  portage  of  Little-  River  (Little  Wabash)  ana  down  to  the 
Forks  of  the  Wabash.  Young  Kicharuville  was  closely  associated  -with  his  mother 
in  business  and  with  his  uncle  as  long  as  the  great  chief  lived.  Pie  was  present 
with  him  at  the  signing  of  the  Treaty  of  Greenville,  Ohio,  in  1795  and  most  of 
those  signed  before  the  V/ar  of  1812.  These  relations  gave  him  wide  recognition. 

He  was  respected  for  nis  good  sense  ana  wise  conduct  and  was  chief  of  his  people 
from  1815  until  his  death  in  1841.... By  nis  own  ability ... .and  from  large  grants 
of  land  and  cash  payments  from  the  U.  S.  Government  he  became  very  wealthy ... .He 
owned  land  and  trading  posts  from  Ft.  Wayne  to  Kokomo. .. .and  so  prominent  was  he 
that  when  the  county  government  centering  at  Kokomo  was  first  formed  in  1844  it 
was  called  Richardviile  County.... A fev.  years  later  however  it  was  changed  to 
Howard.  The  pioneer  influence  of  the  Chief  survives  in  the  town,  ftussiaville, 
the  French  pronunciation  of  Richardviile." 

0o?00 

Among  his  grants  of  land  from  the  Government  was  a tract  of  1400  acres  in 
what  is  now  Tippecanoe  County,  known  as  the  Richardviile  Reserve,  and  located  in 
the  center  of  what  later  became  Sheffield  Township.  The  South  Fork  of  the  Wild 
Cat  flows  through  the  east  half  of  this  reserve.  Is  it  not  plausible  that  the 
picturesque  title  of  our  stream  is  a heritage  from  the  day  when  the  name  and 
fame  of  Peshewa,  "the  wild  cat",  were  known  up  and  down  the  trails  and  water- 
ways of  the  old  Northwest? 

Mark  your  calendar  for  February  9th!  The  customary  observance  of  "Lincoln 
Day"  wili^  be  held  in  the  Museum  on  Sunday,  February  9th,  1941  at  2:30  P.M.  Mrs. 
Victor  Aljerg  will  speak  on  "Guardians  of  American  Liberty"  and  tea  will  be  served 
follov;ing  the  lecture.  Miss  Maude  Leiter  is  general  chairman  for  the  February 


- 3 - 


program.  There  will  be  a display  of  Lincolniana  in  the  library  alcove.  Did  you 
know  that  Tippecanoe  County  supplied  the  first  chemist  to  De  appointed  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture?  One  of  our  most  cherished  possessions  is  the  recommen- 
dation to  Congress  regarding  the  salary  of  Dr.  Charles  M.  V/etherill  and  written 
in  President  Lincoln's  own  hand  under  date  of  July  22,  1863.... You  are  most 
cordially  invited  to  attend. 

MUSEUM  WEEK,  beginning  April  1,  will  feature  a display  of  '‘Handicrafts  Old 
and  New."  If  you  have  articles  to  exhibit  in  this  special  showing  you  are  invited 
to  bring  them  to  the  Museum  before  April  1st,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Mitchell  being  the  chair- 
man. Watch  the  papers  for  further  details  of  the  program. 

ATTENTION , INTERNATIONAL  HARVESTER,  INC PLEASE  NOTE. ... "Clime 's  Double 

Plough. .. .cost  $16 drawn  by  two  horses  and  will  plough  five  acres  daily.... 

two  ploughs  can  be  arranged  to  follow  each  other  in  the  same  furrow,  when  breaking 
prairie;  the  first  to  cut  the  green  sward  2 or  3 inches  deep,  and  the  second  to 
enter  the  soft  dirt  and  throw  it  directly  on  top  of  the  inverted  sod..."  Thus  did 
Henry  W.  Ell a worth  in  his  little  book  published  in  1838,  "VALlEY  OF  THE  UPPER 
WABASH,  INDIANA,  WITH  HINTS  ON  ITS  AGRICULTURAL  ADVANTAGES:  PLAN  OF  A DWELLING, 

ESTIMATES  OF  CULTIVATION,  AND  NOTICES  OF  LABOR-SAVING  MACHINES/  lure  the  tide  of 
settlement  and  land  speculation  Tippecanoe  County-ward  just  prior  to  the  completion 
of  the  Wabash  & Erie  Canal.  Ellsworth  and  John  Curtis,  promoters  of  land  invest- 
ment, maintained  their  office  in  Lafayette. 

0 

From  Tippecanoe  Board  of  Justices  Record  A,  Page  18 "May* Term  1827.  At 

a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Justices  of  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana  -at  the  Town  of 
Lafayette  and  in  Said  County  on  the  Seventh  day  of  May  1827  beiag-'the  First 
Monday  in  Said  Month  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  of  Said  day,  presmrt-.Vvilliam  Bush, 
pr.;  Levi  Thornton,  Reuben  Kelsey,  Stephen  Kennedy,  John  Russel,  Abel  Tanny,  Be 
it  remembered  that  the  following  described  County  Jail  be  built -at  the  expense  of 
Tippecanoe  County.... on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  public  sqiiarer_in  .Said  town 
as  follows  to-wit  to  be  built  with  Square  timber  twelve  inches  ..square  of  two  walls 
twelve  inches  apart.  Sixteen  feet  in  the  clear  filled  in  with,  half. .Square  timber 
oak  eight  feet  high  between  floors  and  Shingle  roof  the  floors  to  he- -double  laid 
crosswise  with  twelve  inch  square  timber.  The  Second  Story  of  Said  Jail  to  be 
five  feet  above  the  Second  floor;  A Single  Wall  to  be  completed— by"the  first  day 
of  November  next  (1827)  the  person  undertaking  said  Jail  can  recedre-.the  Sum  of 
fifty  dollars  as  soon  as  he  give  good  bond  and  Security  for  th^r^perfoTmance  of 
Building  Said  Jail,  in  hand  and  half  to  be  paid  when  the  house  da  -fini shed  and  the 
Remainder  the  first  day  of  January,  1828  next.  The  above  JaiE-ta  be  let  to  the 
lowest  bidder  on  the  7th  day  of  May  1827  by  the  County  Agent  £tE4.  Deblock  on  Said 
day.,.. and  Thomas  Treacle  of  Said  County  because  the  last  and  .lowest  bidder  for 
building  the  Jail  aforesaid  at  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  and  Sixty --dollar  s , who  has 
given  bond  and  good  Securety. Peter  Hughes,  Agent."  ^ 

"July  Session  1827.  At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Justices  of  tfee-County  of 
Tippecanoe  Sc  State  of  Indiana  at  the  Court  house  in  Lafayette  op-Monday  the  second 
day  of  July,  1827. ..  .Allowed  to  John  Murphy  the  sum  of  one  Dollar:  for  a wolf  Scalp 
out  of  the  county  treasury  of  Tippecanoe  County. .. .Allowed  to  John  Majors  the 
sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  keeping  a passing  stranger  and  for  hiaqfuneral  expenses 
including  Doctor  Clark's  bill  out  of  the  County  Treasury."  P.  27V  (Dr.  0.  L. 

Clark  was  the  first  doctor  in  Lafayette  having  come  to  the  county.  in  1826  and  from 
its  beginning  until  his  death  September  29,  1866,  took  an  active  part  in  its 
development.  His  grave  is  in  Greenbush  Cemetery.) 
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The  spring  of  1941  marks  the  100th  anniversary  of  scheduled  traffic  for  boats 
which  plied  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  following  its  completion  as  far  as  Lafayette 
in  October,  1840.  Celebration  of  this  event  will  provide  the  keynote  of  interest 
for  the  Annual  Membership  Dinner  to  be  held  at  the  Museum  on  Monday  evening,  April 
14,  at  6:30  P.M.  Prof.  R.  C.  Buley  from  the  History  Department  of  Indiana  Univer- 
sity, guest  of  the  Association,  will  speak  on  different  phases  of  the  Canal's  im- 
portance as  they  influenced  the  development  of  this  section,  emphasizing  the  part 
of  the  immigrant  Irish  who,  imported  for  construction  work,  remained  in  this  country 
and  contributed  much  to  the  growth  of  this  and  other  communities.  This  will  be  an 
especially  good  program.  7<e  hope  you  will  plan  to  attend.  Call  4873  or  write  the 
Museum  not  later  than  April  11  for  reservations.  Miss  Valley  V.  Boyer  is  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  dinner  arrangements. 

From  "Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  at  Lafayette"  by  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Reser,  (See  Indiana 
Magazine  of  History,  Dec.  1934,  p.  315)  is  the  following  notice  which  appeared  in 
a local  paper  concerning  the  first  boat  to  make  a through  trip  from  Toledo  to 
Lafayette: 

"THE  ALBERT  S.  WHITE,  of  Lafayette  is  a new  and  superb  Canal  Packet  built  at 
this  place  (Lafayette)  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Transportation  Company.  She  was  to 
leave  port  yesterday  for  Fort  Wayne,  there  to  receive  her  furniture  etc.,  and  we 
venture  the  opinion,  that  when  fitted  out  she  will  'take  the  shine  off*  of  any 
thing  in  her  line  to  be  met  with  'in  these  diggins.'" 

Color  Note:  White  seems  to  have  been  the  prevailing  style  in  the  decoration 

of  both  freight  and  packet  boats,  the  latter  being  distinguished  by  green  trimmings 
while  freight  boats  were  trimmed  in  red.  (See  "Canal  Days  and  Ways"  by  Mrs.  Keller, 
Logansport . ) 

From  George  Winter's  "Journal  of  a visit  to  the  Deaf  Man's  Village  on  the 
Mississinewa  River  in  1839"  are  these  interesting  observations  on  canalboat  travel: 

"There  was  safety  in  travelling  in  those  days — and  people  seemed  to  have  much 
leisure,  patience  and  enjoyment. .. .The  canal  boat  was  a good  institution  for  a 
'new  country* — and  she  glided  along  the  'inland  stream'  at  a rate  of  three  or  four 
miles  an  hour — travellers  were  always-  seemingly  social  and  good-natured. 

Then  to  add  to  the  interest  of  the  incidents  of  travel  the  advent  of  the  craft 
was  surely  made  known  to  the  good  people  of  the  villages  by  the  spirited  blast  of 
a tin  horn  and  sometimes  when  the  boat  crews  possessed  a musical  genius  among  them 
a 'tooting'  upon  the  bugle  of  some  familiar  air,  though  not  always  evincing  a sound 
knowledge  of  the  musical  scale  elicited  a greater  interest  in  the  arrival  of  the 
boat 


It  was  a year  or  more  after  my  visit  to  the  Mississinewa  that  the  famous  'Red 
Bird'  line  (packet)  was  put  upon  the  'raging  canal*.  The  general  safety  of  travel 
was  felt  yet  some  mishaps  occur ed  upon  this  placid  stream.  The  poet  has  said,  most 
truthfully  no  doubt,  that  'On  the  'raging  Cawnal'  many  a boat  was  wrecked,  and  many 
a man  was  drowned.'"  (It  was  during  this  visit  to  Deaf  Man's  Village  that  Winter, 
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noted  pioneer  artist  and  miniature  painter,  made  the  likenesses  of  Frances  Slocum 
and  her  daughters.  Making  his  home  at  Lafayette  he  died  there  in  1871.  His  numer- 
ous and  beautiful  water  color  sketches  provide  our  most  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
customs,  dress  and  appearance  of  the  Miami  and  Pottawottamie  Indians  who  were 
once  native  to  Indiana.) 

Some  of  the  names  given  to  boats  in  regular  canal  transportation  were:  "Jim 

Britton",  "Homer",  "Smith  Grant",  "Indiana",  "Red  Bird",  "City  of  Alton",  "Lady 
Allen",  "Metropolis",  "Superior",  "Other  Three",  "Caspian",  "McCarty",  "Bill  Ditton". 

The  eldest  member  of  the  Historical  Association  is  Michael  Tigue,  94,  born  in 
Lafayette,  the  son  of  Irish  parents  who  helped  to  build  the  Canal. 

— 0 — 

Concerning  Wayne  Township:  See  Tippecanoe  County  Atlas  of  1878,  p.  27. 

"....In  the  next  year,  (1824)  a French  trader  stopped  at  the  house  of  Peter  Weaver. 

He  had  with  him  some  oats,  which  he  fed  to  his  horse,  and  in  consideration  of  a few 
bushels  of  corn,  traded  Mr.  Weaver  a portion  of  this  cereal.  The  oats  thus  pro- 
cured we  re  sown,  and  in  due  time  reaped^  but  in  the  following  season,  all  were  sur- 
prised to  see  several  different  varieties  of  wheat  springing  spontaneously  from  the 
stubble  previously  occupied  by  the  oats.  How  the  wheat  came  there  was  never 
postively  known.  The  most  plausible  solution  being  that  the  seed  was  sown  inadver- 
tently with  the  oats.  However,  it  was  regarded  as  very  mysterious  by  all  who 
witnessed  it.  Thus  did  Mr.  Weaver  raise  the  first  wheat  as  well  as  the  first  oats 
in  the  township.  After  this,  crops  were  planted  and  gathered  regularly  and  the 
settlement  began  to  wear  a thrifty  appearance." 

— 0 — 

Digby  Day  which  will  be  observed  May  26th  will  honor  not  only  the  founder  of 
the  city  of  Lafayette,  William  Digby,  but  other  prominent  pioneers  who  contributed 
much  to  the  early  development  of  our  county.  Plans  are  being  made  to  present  a 
dramatization  re-enacting  incidents  of  those  days  as  revealed  in  early  court 
records  and  documents.  Mr.  Elmer  R.  Waters  is  chairman  of  the  committee  preparing 
this  program.  Watch  the  papers  for  further  announcements. 

— 0 — 

On  May  11,  1844,  permission  was  granted  from  the  Western  Quarterly  Meeting  of 
Friends  to  organize  the  Greenfield  Monthly  Meeting  which  came  to  be  known  at  a 
later  day  as  the  Farmers'  Institute  Church  (Union  Township)  and  was  the  stronghold 
of  the  Quaker  religion  in  Tippecanoe  County.  That  they  have  been  ever  a factor  in 
better  education  is  Dome  out  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Greenfield  Monthly  Meeting  of 
Men  Friends,  8th  Mo.  17th,  1844,  page  4.  "Benjamin  Hollingsworth,  Buddell  Sleeper, 
Thomas  Rhode  and  Isaac  Lewis  are  appointed  to  select  and  propose  to  next  Meeting 
the  names  (and)  suitable  number  of  frienas  to  constitute  a committee  on  the  subject 
of  education." 

A committee  was  duly  selected  to  act  "in  conjunction  with  a like  committee  of 
women  friends  to  take  the  subject  (education)  under  care  and  report  thereon  agree- 
ably to  the  directors  of  our  Yearly  Meeting."  See  p.  5.  The  report  of  this  commit- 
tee appears  in  the  minutes  of  7th  Mo.  17,  1845,  p.  11  and  is  in  part  as  follows: 

"We  the  committee  (Benjamin  Hollingsworth,  Buddell  Sleeper,  Henry  Koons,  Abraham 
Ellis,  Joseph  N.  Taylor,  Amos  Hollingsworth,  Thomas  newis  and  Amos  Barnett)  appointed 
on  the  subject  of  Education  have  paid  some  attention  thereto  and  no  way  appears  for 
establishing  a Monthly  Meeting  School.  There  are  three  neighborhoods  destitute  of 
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friends  schools about  62  children  of  a suitable  age  to  go  to  school  and  none 

taught  exclusively  in  Monthly  Meeting  Schools.  21  taught  in  (schools)  not  set  up 
by  the  Monthly  Meeting  nor  taught  by  Friends." 

That  progress  was  made  however  is  apparent  from  the  minutes  of  10th  mo.  21, 

1848,  p.  48.  "Committee  on  education  made  the  following  report  which  was  approved. 
Elihu  Hollingsworth,  Amos  Hollingsworth  and  Milton  Hollingsworth  are  appointed 
trustees  to  receive  the  deed  and  hold  the  following  described  lot  of  land  for  the 
entire  use  of  a monthly  meeting  school.  (Follows  description  of  plot  containing 
one  acre  'more  or  less ’ ) . . . .We  have  had  the  subject  of  education  under  considera- 
tion and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  build  a Scnool  House,  have  got  most  of  the 
materials  ready  and  the  frame  nearly  ready  to  raise  and  have  agreed  on  one  acre  of 
land  to  build  the  house  on  and  have  got  nearly  enough  subscribed  to  build  the  house 
on,  which  we  believe  can  be  done  without  involving  the  Monthly  Meeting." 

In  1850,  6th  mo.  5,  the  committee  on  education  stated  that  "We  have  continued 
to  give  some  attention  to  our  appointment  and  have  had  a school  taught  five  months 
lacking  five  days  consisting  of  Spelling,  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  (Mental 
and  Practical),  English  grammer  and  Natural  Philosophy.  The  pupils  have  made  de- 
lightful progress  and  the  school  was  continued  with  much  satisfaction,  and  there 
is  still  a great  necessity  for  more  perseverance  on  that  important  subject.  Henry 
Koons  (Clerk)." 

— 0 — 

S.  K.  Richards,  civil  engineer,  was  born  October  11,  1825,  in  Onondaga  County, 
New  York.  Coming  to  Lauramie  Township  with  his  parents  via  covered  wagon  in  1837, 
he  grew  to  young  manhood  in  this  county  and  at  21  years  of  age  (I848)  began  his 
career  as  a surveyor  when  he  was  employed  as  first  assistant  to  the  chief  engineer 
in  the  construction  of  the  Lafayette  and  Indianapolis  rail  road,  now  part  of  the 
Big  Four  system.  From  a letter  written  by  him  to  a brother,  D.  C.  Richards, 
resident  of  Montezuma,  Ind.,  is  an  amusing  account  of  an  incident  concerning  the 
epidemic  of  Asiatic  Cholera  which  swept  this  county  that  year: 

"Lafayette,  Oct.  1st,  '49 

Clark  (his  brother  was  also  employed)  has  become  of  late  a kind  of  perambula- 
ting drug  shop,  himself  the  principal  customer,  he  having  a slight  attack  of  some- 
thing the  doctors  cause  him  to  believe  was  the  cholera.  The  circumstances  were 
these.  Whilst  that  dread  scourge  was  raging  in  Lafayette  we  were  there  as  usual  on 
the  fore  part  of  the  week.  On  Tuesday  night  at  about  12  o’clock  he  happened  to  be 
awake.  Of  course  his  thoughts  turned  upon  the  cholera  and  I suppose  that  he  did 
not  think  long  before  he  imagined  that  the  plague  had  possession  of  him.  Fear  came 
upon  him  apace — he  springs  from  bed  and  partakes  largely  of  cholera  panecea  from  a 
bottle  that  was  in  our  room.  He  lies  in  bed  from  that  till  morning,  puffing  and 
blowing  to  cool  the  effect  of  the  burning  stuff  that  he  had  just  swallowed,  perhaps 

three  times  the  quantity  perscribed in  the  morning he  walks  into  the  Doctor's 

shop  and  downs  a large  dose  of  Laudanum,  helping  himself  from  a large  bottle.  This 
much  medicine  was  enough  to  keep  him  in  Lafayette  under  the  Doctor's  care  some 

time since  his  recovery  he  has  not  been  without  his  pockets  well  lined  with 

cholera  powders » (See  Old  Letters  File) 

— 0 — 

You  will  enjoy  a visit  to  the  Museum  during  April.  A special  exhibit  of  Handi- 
crafts, Old  and  New,  will  be  in  place  as  well  as  a display  of  pictures  to  be  seen  in 
the  Art  Gallery  which  are  the  work  of  some  Tippecanoe  County  artists. 


" 


TIPPECANOE  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION 
LAFAYETTE,  IND. 

Vol.  1.  Issue  4 QUARTERLY  BUbLETIN  July,'  1941 

Continuing  observation  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  in 
Tippecanoe  County,  the  contents  of  this  number  is  devoted  to  research  pertaining 
thereto.  You  are  invited  to  view  the  objects  of  Canal  interest  which  are  on  display 
at  the  County  Museum,  658  Main  Street. 

— 0 — 

To  the  Honorable  Chase  S.  Osborn,  world  traveler,  editor,  writer  and  former 
Governor  of  Michigan,  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  personal  reminiscence  of 
childhood  contacts  with  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal.  From  his  winter  home  in  Possum 
Poke  in  Possum  Lane,  Worth  County,  Ga.,  Mr.  Osborn  maintains  membership  in  our 
Association  and  an  active  interest  in  its  scope  of  endeavor. 

"The  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  is  a definite  part  of  my  childhood.  I can  see  it  as 
plainly  today  as  I did  nearly  80  years  ago.  My  birthplace  was  almost  on  its  banks, 
but  not  quite.  I was  bom  in  Huntington  County,  Indiana,  fourteen  miles  from  the 
town  of  Wabash  and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  smaller  town,  at  that  time,  of 
Huntington.  Nearer  settlements  were  Lagro,  Dora  and  Aetna.  The  Mississinewa  and 
Salamonie  were  about  as  far  away  as  the  Wabash  River  into  which  they  flow. 

When  I was  five  years  old  my  parents  started  for  Lafayette,  (1865),  in  a 
covered  wagon.  We  had  two  wagons,  in  fact.  One  of  them  contained  mostly  furniture 
and  things  of  that  kind  we  wished  to  move.  The  most  vivid  thing  I can  remember  is 
where  we  crossed  the  Wabash  Railroad.  It  was  called,  I think,  the  TOLEDO,  WABASH  & 
WESTERN.  I had  never  seen  a locomotive.  Near  the  road  crossing  was  a gravel  pit. 

The  railroad  was  under  construction.  Within  a few  feet  of  us  was  a little  old- 
fashioned,  big-stacked,  wood-burning  engine.  Just  as  we  got  in  front  of  it  the 
engineer  blew  a whistle  and  the  smokestack  puffed  out  a volume  of  steam  and  black 
smoke.  It  scared  me  as  near  to  death  as  I have  ever  been.  After  my  convulsions 
were  over,  we  were  far  from  the  locomotive  and  peace  ensued.  At  various  times  we 
went  parallel  to  the  tow-path  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal. 

As  soon  as  I got  big  enough  to  do  anything  at  all  in  Lafayette,  I began  to  try 

to  help  feed  the  family.  We  had  become  exceedingly  poor.  There  was  not  enough 

food.  The  slaughter-house  had  hog  hearts  which  dropped  to  five  cents  on  Fridays 
when  the  Roman  Catholics  did  not  eat  meat.  On  other  days  the  Plankroaders,  or 
•Micks*  as  we  called  them,  consumed  all  the  cheap  supplies.  So  on  Friday  we  had  a 
bite  of  meat.  A hog  heart  did  not  go  far  because  there  were  Mother  and  Father 

and  had  been  ten  children  but  we  had  lost  two  of  them.  Fido,  a little  terrier,  had 

to  be  fed  some  way  also.  So  I picked  bones  and  rags  and  sold  papers,  ran  errands, 
and  did  anything  in  my  power.  Thus  I picked  up  a good  many  pennies. 

One  day  I found  a gold  mine.  A canalboat  came  into  town.  It  had  an  old  cook- 
stove  with  the  oven  at  the  rear  on  top.  It  would  not  draw  so  they  put  it  ashore. 

I asked  what  they  were  going  to  do  with  it.  They  said  they  were  going  to  sell  it 
to  the  junk-man,  though  the  word,  ’junk-man',  was  not  commonly  used  at  that  time. 

I asked  them  what  they  expected  to  get.  They  said  one  dollar.  I ran  to  the  rag-mor  . 
He  went  with  me  to  the  canalboat  and  gave  me  two  dollars  for  the  stove.  That  was 
a dollar  clear  and  the  first  dollar  I had  ever  seen.  I kept  it  until  we  had  to  use 
it  for  food. 


■ 
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It  is  always  interesting  for  me  to  remember  that  I learned  to  swim  in  the  old 
'canawl'.  There  was  a swimming  hole  in  the  Wabash  called  the  'Old  Sycamore*.  (The 
Old  Sycamore  was  at  the  foot  of  Union  Street)  . It  locat'"-!  a good  place  to  swim.  In 

fact  it  was  too  popular.  There  was  a perpetual  feud  between  the  Flanmroad  'Micks' 

and  the  Protestant  boys  uptown  that  they  called  the  'Dirty  Snots'.  Whenever  we 
could  do  anything  to  them  we  did  it  and  they  retaliated  with  interest.  Night  after 
night  we  sneaked  out  and  gave  them  battle.  Sometimes  we  would  be  f if ty  strong  on 
either  side.  Then  frequently  we  would  decide  on  a champion  who  would  give  battle  to 
the  best  man  the  Micks  had.  They  searched  us  for  brass  knucks  and  slung  shots — a 
sort  of  rubber -handled  billy  vdth  a deadly  knockout  capacity.  We  hid  things  on 
our  man  or  passed  them  to  him  and  they  did  the  same.  The  fights  would  be  bloody 
and  sometimes  one  side  won  and  then  the  other. 

The  juvenile  tragedy  that  led  to  my  learning  to  swim  in  the  'canawl'  occurred 

when  three  of  us  boys  about  ten  years  of  age  went  to  the  Old  Sycamore  to  swim.  We 

took  off  all  the  scant  clothes  we  had,  laid  them  on  the  bank  of  the  river  and  waded 
in.  Not  one  of  us  could  swim.  Just  as  we  were  frolicking  in  gay  mood  a band  of  a 
dozen  Micks  came  along.  They  yipped  and  yelled  in  glee.  When  they  could  get  our 
clothing  they  would  tie  them  in  hard  knots — one  boy  pulling  the  tail  of  the  shirt 
and  another  the  neck.  It  was  impossible  to  untie  them  without  using  our  teeth. 

While  we  were  trying  to  get  our  clothing  so  we  could  put  it  on  they  would  yell, 
'Chawed  beef  and  roasted  mutton1! 

Naturally  when  we  saw  the  Micks  coming  this  time,  we  ran  ashore,  grabbed  our 
clothing  and  away  we  went  across  the  bottom  land  of  the  Wabash  River  to  Widewater 
about  a mile  away.  We  were  in  running  trim  and  the  Micks  could  not  catch  us.  When 
I got  to  the  Widewater  my  feet  and  legs  were  bloody  and  my  toes  were  full  of  sand- 
burrs  as  sharp  as  a razor.  In  this  condition  I was  in  a frenzy,  so  I ran  into  Wide- 
water which  was  deep  right  at  the  bank  and  sank  over  my  head.  I could  not  swim  a 
stroke.  When  I came  up  I struggled  and  all  of  a sudden  swam,  not  dog  fashion,  but 
vdth  a full  breast  stroke.  That  was  the  beginning  of  becoming  a good  swimmer.  Also 
it  saved  my  life.  (The  Widewater  was  a reservoir  of  the  Canal.)  Chase  S.  Osborn." 
(Ask  to  see  the  CHASE  S.  OSBORN  SCRAP-BOOK  at  the  Museum  desk.) 

Consideration  is  being  given  the  suggestion  that  the  annual  membership  campaign, 
formerly  conducted  during  November,  be  changed  until  March,  culminating  with  the 
Membership  Dinner  in  April.  Announcement  will  be  made  in  the  October  Bulletin  con- 
cerning the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Governors . 

— 0 — 

From  George  Winter's  "Journal  of  a Visit  to  the  Deaf  Man's  Village  on  the 
Mississinewa  River  in  1839"  are  some  further  observations  on  canalboat  travel:  "In 

the  days  of  limited  facilities  of  transportation  the  arrival  of  a freight  boat 
brought  out  the  merchants  who  were  interested  in  the  securing  of  freights  and 
snipping  of  whatever  commodities  they  might  have  for  'foreign  destinies'.  Though 
those  were  slow  days  for  mercantile  enterprises  they  were  memorable  to  the  towns 
tnat  had  previously  no  custom  outlet.  The  famous  'Red  Bird'  line  of  packets  had 
not  at  this  time  been  established.  What  survivor  of  this  period  is  there  vrho  does 
not  remember  the  joyous  feelings  that  were  awakened  on  its  establishment?  This 
pioneer  line  of  packets  were  greeted  most  heartilly;  as  it  was  considered  a fast 
ana  rapid  facility  of  getting  to  Toledo,  Ohio.  The  packets  averaged  four  miles  an 
hour. 


Disaster  oft  befell  the  boats  that  ran  a-ground.  It  was  to  the  casual  slow 
freight  boat  I was  dependent  upon  for  passage  to  respond  to  the  wishes  of  the  Slocum 


' 

. 
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family  then  at  Peru,  (it  was  at  this  time  that,  at  the  request  of  the  relatives  of 
Frances  Slocum,  Winter  made  a portrait  of  'The  Lost  Sister'.  This  portrait  may  be 
seen  at  the  County  Museum.)  Being  fully  equipped  for  my  artistic  purposes,  in  vain 
did  I wait  at  the  collector's  office  for  the  hoped  for  blast  of  the  'tin  horn'  in- 
dicating the  advent  of  a boat.  How  often  vain  are  our  sanguine  wishes.'  (Note: 

Wm.  Hubbel,  a well  known  citizen,  was  then  collector.  Y/inter  took  passage  for  Peru 
from  Logansport.)  Those  were  the  good  old  days  of  the  Wabash  genial  hospitality. 

To  the  hospitality  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Fitches  I availed  myself  where  at  his  board  choice 

and  kind  friends  made  pleasant  hours  so  well  remembered  now.  'The  inaudible 

and  noiseless  foot  of  time'  has  since  stole  upon  the  genial  group  who,  'have  fallen 
like  leaves  in  wintry  weather'.  Amidst  these  moments  of  good  cheer  the  awful  blast 
of  the  now  unwelcome  horn  fell  upon  my  ears  as  an  unfriendly  summons.  It  was  in- 
evitable and  commanded  faithful  obedience.  It  was  a horrid  summons.  It  was  however 
a singular  transition  from  the  festal  throng  to  the  freight  boat,  pungent  with  ship 

odcrs and  I found  myself  like  another  man,  'embarked  for  a night  of 

unrest'  within  the  confines  of  this  peculiar  craft.  It  was  not  until  the  dawn  of 
welcome  day  that  we  had  reached  our  destination — just  eighteen  miles  distance." 

See  Page  4. 

— 0 — 

From  the  Scrap-Book  of  Clara  Jenners  Sweetser,  Vol.  1,  p.  211,  is  the  following 
paragraph  concerning  construction  of  the  Canal.  "About  1836  a bill  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  was  passed  by  the  State  Legislature  through 
the  exertions,  in  great  measure,  of  Albert  S.  White,  member  of  the  state  senate  from 
Tippecanoe  County.  The  passage  of  the  canal  bill  was  celebrated  by  a grand  illumin- 
ation, such  as  never  had  been  before. ... .By  a premature  discharge  of  a cannon 
Yiilliam  Burroughs  lost  an  arm  and  H.  T.  Sample  (if  I mistake  not)  lost  part  of  a 
thumb.  The  passage  of  the  canal  bill  was  received  with  rejoicing  all  over  the 
Wabash  valley  and  throughout  the  northern  portion  of  the  state,  as  it  meant  trade 
connection  with  the  great  lakes  and  with  the  eastern  states  as  well.  And  it  meant 
an  advance  in  all  the  farm  products  of  the  valley. The  canal  built  up  the  Wabash 
valley  and  wheat  was  hauled  from  Marion  County  to  Lafayette  for  shipment  by  the 

canal.  The  Yfabash  and  Erie  Canal  was  dug  by  sons  of  the  'Emerald  Isle' the  land 

of  saints  and  pretty  women.  I can  see  the  boys,  with  their  'barrows'  just  filled, 
standing  on  the  running  boards — they  move  together  up  the  enbankment  preparatory  to 
dumping  on  the  bank.  In  this  manner  without  steam  shovels  or  any  mechanical  appli- 
ances but  sheer  brawn  and  muscle  was  the  work  done.  There  were  many  encounters  then 
between  different  factions  of  the  boys  along  the  canal  and  bloody  heads  and  broken 
noses  were  the  results  of  the  scraps.  The  pay  was  in  state  script.  'White  Dog'  and 
'Blue  Pup'  were  worth  62  to  75  cents  on  the  dollar  but  the  fatigue  and  labor  was 
softened  with  five  to  seven  jiggers  a day  of  genuine  corn  whiskey  dealt  out  by  the 
boss.  So  was  the  canal  built  which  afterward  went  into  the  hands  of  English  bond 

holders subsequently  to  be  abandoned  as  a great  waterway  by  the  advent  of  the 

railroad. " 

~ 0 — 

Listing  names  and  data  to  be  found  on  grave-stones  in  the  various  cemeteries 
of  our  county  is  one  of  the  projects  of  the  Township  Units  Division  of  the  Histori- 
cal Association.  If  you  know  the  location  of  any  family  burying  plot,  long  since 
abandoned,  you  can  greatly  assist  in  this  important  service  which  is  of  value  not 
only  in  the  interest  of  genealogy  but  to  the  preservation  of  our  own  local  history. 
It  should  be  a cause  for  shame  among  us  that  many  of  the  pioneer  ancestors  v.ho  con- 
tributed most  to  our  present  abundance,  lie  forgotten  in  some  neglected  spot  without 
even  a record  of  the  location.  May  we  not  have  your  help  in  making  belated  ammends 
for  this  shameful  indifference? 


■ 
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The  early  morning  of  Nov.  7th  will  mark  the  lJOth  anniversary  of  the  Battle 
of  Tippecanoe.  At  this  season  every  loyal  Hoosier  owes  it  to  himself  to  re-read 
the  stirring  narratives  of  the  battle  and  to  re-create  in  mind  the  struggle  from 
which  emerged  our  present  security.  The  Historical  Museum  abounds  in  material 
for  your  browsing.  We  invite  you  to  use  it. 

A clipping  from  the  SWEETSER  SCRA?-B00K(p.  104)  of  July  8,  1888,  being  spec- 
ial correspondence  of  the  Globe  Democrat,  is  of  particular  interest  for  its  mention 
of  Chauncey  Jone3, local  historian,  and  his  version  of  the  battle.  In  a foot-note 
the  compiler  has  stated  that  "Chauncey  Jones  (1822-1895)  lived  in  father's  family 
when  a young  man  and  worked  in  father's  plow-shop.  (David  Jenners  conducted  the 
first  extensive  plow-shop  in  Lafayette  on  Ferry  St.,  between  Ohio  and  Illinois  St., 
now  2nd  and  5rd,  his  plows  being  known  up  and  down  the  ',?abash.  See  p.  211)  He 
afterwards  married,  went  to  California  in  '49,  made  money,  came  back  and  bought  a 
fine  farm  near  Battle  Ground."  That  Mr.  Jones  wa3  recognized  as  a local  authority 
on  the  history  of  Tippecanoe  is  re-affirmed  today  by  residents  who  know  him. 

The  clipping  states:  "....  I have  the  history  in  my  mind  n3  I gathered  it 
from  listening  to  the  survivors.  V7o  used  to  have  gatherings  here  and  ...  those  who 
had  been  in  the  battle  would  go  over  the  ground.....  Judge  Naylor  of  Crawfordsvillc 
was  especially  interesting  in  his  reminiscences.  (Isaac  Naylor  vra3  a Sergeant  in 
Capt.  Jas.  Digger's  Co.  of  Riflenon,  Ind ia.na  Militia.  For  his  personal  account  of 
the  battle  3ec  PAST  AND  PRESENT  by  Gen.  Richard  P.  DeHart,  p.  90. ) He  would  go 
from  point  to  point  end  we  would  follow  him.  'That  is  where  Joe  Daviess'  company 
stood',  ho  would  say,  'and  here  is  where  my  company  was'.  He  would  take  us  down  to 
the  extreme  point  of  the  battle  ground  and  point  to  a ravine  that  zigzags  the  low 
ground  end  up  to  the  high  ground.  'Now,  you  see  that  hollow  meandering  through 
there?  ...  that  i3  ...  where  we  went  out  with  the  baggage  wagons,  carrying  the 
wounded  after  the  battle'.  Naylor  told  us  he  never  felt  so  good  in  his  life  as  he 
did  that  morning  v/hen  they  got  the  wounded  into  the  wagons  and  started  off  through 
that  ravine.  The  country  waon't  cleared  and  it  was  hard  to  find  a way  for  the 
wagons  ...  the  meandering  hollow  was  picked  as  tho  best  route  and  men  had  to  be  sent 
on  ahead  to  clear  out  the  plum  bu3hos  before  the  wagons  could  get  through.  I have 
heard  the  survivors  tell  how  a cold  rain  had  set  in  and  how  dark  it  was...  The  old 
soldiers  had  it  all  down  pat  ...  They  would  take  us  to  tho  very  trees  where  the  out- 
posts stood  when  the  fighting  began  ...  We  were  dressing  up  tho  grounds  some  time 
ago  ...  and  cut  down  a tree  in  one  corner.  We  found  an  Indian  bullet  in  the  wood, 
full  4o  feet  from  the  ground,  showing  how  far  the  one  who  fired  it  miscalculated. 

It  was  one  of  the  old-fashioned  smooth-bore  bullets,  used  in  the  English  muskets 
with  which  the  Indians  were  armed.  As  soon  a3  daylight  come  and  the  cavalry  could 
ride  down  the  sides  of  tho  battle  ground  thc-y  drove  the  Indians  back  into  tho  swamp 
and  dispersed  them.  It  was  never  known  how  many  Indiomo  were  killed.  Some  bodies 
were  found  in  tho  thick  3agc  grass  at  the  bottom  of  the  slope  but  most  of  the  dead 
were  probably  carried  away . The  Prophet  didn't  stop  long  after  the  battle  ended. 

He  and  his  followers  crossed  the  river,  abandonning  Prophet's  Town."  (For  a short 
time  after  the  bo.ttlc  the  Prophet  took  refugo  in  tho  Indian  village  at  ’.Vyandotte  on 
Wildcat  Creek.  See  DILLON'S  HISTORY  OF  INDIANA,  p.  472.  The  site  of  that  village, 
later  included  in  tho  Richardvillc  Reserve,  now  lies  within  Sheffield  Township. 

The  Prophet  eventually  went  west  of  the  Mississippi  where  he  died  in  13^4,  a pen- 
sioner of  the  British  Government.) 


. 
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This  year' a observance  of  Tippecanoe  Day  will  bo  something  you  will  not  want 
to  miss.  Honoring  the  memory  of  Wn.  Henry  Harrison  and  hi3  valorous  men  tho  As- 
sociation will  give  a dinner  at  6:50  ?.  H.  on  November  Jrd,  194l,  in  tho  Faculty 
Lcunp  cf  the  Memorial  Union  Building,  Purdue  University.  Present  as  guest  and 
speaker  of  the  evening  will  be  Dr.  William  Lowe  Bryan,  illustrious  native  son  of 
Indiana  and  lormcr  president  of  Indiana  University,  who  will  take  as  his  subiect 
SOME  HISTORY-.'  AH  IN  G HOOSIERS  I HAVE  XNOV/IT . Reservations  may  be  made  at  the  Museum 
desk  until  November  1st.  Price  75^. 

— 0 — 

Fror*  tho  LAFAYETTE  FREE  PRESS,  JUKE  12TB,  1355,  is  tho  following  article.,  in 
port,  Mien  covorc.  tho  vioit  of  Son.  He.  H.  Harr  loon  to  Lafayotto  on  Juno  8th  of 
that  year:  This  distinguished  individual  visited  our  town  cn  the  6th  inst.  Tho 

citizens  immediately  convoned  and  adopted  measures;  waited  on  the  General;  ascer- 
tained his  intention  of  visiting  the  Tippecanoe  Battle  Ground  ...  tendered  their 

services  as  an  escort  and  invited  him  tc  partake  cf  a public  dinner  with  then 

....  On  tno  oth,  the  General,  escorted  by  many  of  the  citizens  cf  the  town  and  vic- 

mity,  visiter,  the^ Battle  Ground.  He  there  gave  a detailed  account  of  the 

cr„er  ex  battle. and  successfully  contradicted  tho  many  false  reports  which  arc  put 
in  circulation  in.  relation  tc  that  transaction  ...  On  the  9th  he  partook  of  a pub- 
iic  dinner  at  thc^ndiana  Hotel.  The  festivities  cf  the  d .y  wore  concluded  by  a 
o plena 1 1 ball  at  tno  same  place,  given  in  honor  of  our  distinguished  guest,  ohr 
Gen.  leit  here  cn  the  10th  for  Crawfcrdoville , at  which  place,  wo  understand  'he 
wo.s  oo  have  partaken  of  a public  dinner  on  yesterday  • . . . . 11 

„ To  their  present  day . descendants  the  personal  of  the  committee  cn  arrangements 
for  that  event  any  prove  interesting.  The  general  committee  wa3  headed  by  Dr.  Rob- 
ert .martin.  Col.  ifn.  n.  Jcnncra  was  appointed  secretary.  The  committee  dcle~ated 
.tejLnvito  the  General,  to  "participate  in  a public  dinner  with  tho  citizens  on°any 
t mat  would  best  comport  with  hi3  convenience"  wore:  Messrs.  Joseph  S.  Hanna 

Jesse  Anarew,  Samuel  Hoover,  Dr.  James  Davis  and  Dr.  Robert  Martin.  The  committee 
charge  i witn. making  arrangements  for  the  dinner,  "tc  rocoivo  and  collect  subscrip- 
tions iron  citizens  to  defray  tho  expense  of  said  public  entertainment  in  case  the 
General  shoul.,  accept  tho  invitation  of  Lafayette  and  Tippecanoe  County " were* 
Messrs.  John  McCormick,  Jacob  Walks,  Nathan  II.  Stcckwell , ‘ Thomas  T.  Bonbridgc  * D~v< 
./ebb,  John  Taylor  and  Israel  Spencer. 

Cel.  Wn.  M.  Jcnnors  was  appointed  Marshall  "with  authority  to  appoint  his  own 
aids  ana  arrange  their  uniform",  to  escort  the  General  to  the  battle  field.  Mcs3r 
Houston,  Tainan  and  Jcnnors  wore  appointed  to  prepare  toasts  for  the  public  dinner. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hummer  wa3  invitod  "to  attend  the  procession  and  escort  tc  the  Battle 
Ground  and  requested  tc  perform  the  services  appropriate  tc  such  an  occasion  an^  t" 
attend  tno  public  dinner. 


At  the  public  dinner  volunteer  toasts  were  presented  by  Dr.  E.  Damming  Dr. 
James  Davis,  Gen.  T.  A.  Howard,  Mr.  T.  P.  Van  Anworp,  Mr.  Xinnard,  John  Law,’  A.  *S. 
Waite,  Col.  Wm.  M.  Jcnnors,  R.  R.  Houston,  M.  Scuddor,  L.  Pharos,  Dr.  L.  Fairnan 
Launn  Jcnners,  Dr.  0.  L.  Clark,  Thomas  Watson,  T.  T.  Bonbridgc,  Samuel  Tavlor  *’ 
S.  H.  Bo c lone r , John  McCormick,  J.  Andrew,  D.  Spears,  George  Michel,  S.  \ Huff* 
James  M.  Bryant,  John  C.  Chamberlain. 


Concerning  the  cite  of  the  Battle  Ground,  Gen.  Richard  P.  Dehart  in  hio 
PAST  AND  PRESENT,  p.  97,  states  that  General  John  Tipton,  who  participated  in 
the  battle  as  an  ensign,  purchased  the  entire. tract  of  156  acres  on  Nov.  15, 

1829.  In  the  spring  of  1950,  a short  time  after  he  acquired  thi3  land  from  the 
U.  S.  Government,  "at  his  instance  and  under  hi3  supervision  a general  no e ting 
7/ a s held  of  the  survivors  of  the  conflict  nrh  other  eminent  citizens  who  gath- 
ered together  the  bones  of  the  dead  heroes  and  placed  then  in  a coercion  grave 
near  the  point  77 he ro  the  encampment  was  first  attacked."  (Prior  to  1350  the 
bones  of  cany  soldiers  who  fell  in  the  battle  had  boon  disinterred  by  the  Indians 
for  revenge  and  robbery.) 


Of  this  occasion  Sandford  C ^ Cox  in  his  EARLY  SETTLERS,  p.  44,  states  that: 
"A  few  of  the  survivors  of  this  glorious  battle  still  remain  among  U3„  Let  us 
cherish  them  and  the  memories  of  the  valiant  dead,  whose  bones  laid  bleaching  on 
the  battlefield  for  many  years — having  been  disinterred  by  the  energy- -and  were 
gathered  together  and  buried  again  by  the  early  settlers  of  Tippecanoe  and  the 
surrounding  counties,  assisted  by  a few  of  the  inhabitants  of  Terre  Haute,  Vin- 
cennes and  perhaps  sor.e  ether  points,  in  the  year  1350,  on  which  occasion  Hon. 
Edward  A.  H anno g an  delivered  an  eloquent  and  patriotic  speech....." 


The  first  CITY  DIRECTORY  OF  LAFAYETTE  , (1858)  p.  Ill,  describes  the  cccaoior 
as  follows:  "On  the  21st  day  of  October,  1350,  the  citizens  of  the  North-we it 

net  in  solemn  council  to  perform  the  last  sad  honors  to  the  r.oncry  cf  the  so;  d- 
iers  who  fell  at  this  ple.co.  Among  the  distinguished  strangers  present  wore 
Gene  ro.  Is  Tipton  and  Carr,  and  many  soldiers  whe  were  in  the  battle — the  sons  of 
the  brave  tfarrick  sail  Owen,  and  the  sons  of  General  Harrison,  he  having  boon  pro  - 
vented  by  ill-health  at  the  time. 


The  bones  which,  after  the  b.attle,  had  been  buried  in  several  places  around 
the  Battle  Ground,  were  disinterred  and  placed  in  coffins.  A long  and  solemn 
procession  ’under  the  conduct  of  Major  Hurst,  Doctor  Vandovonter,  Capt.  Joseph 
Dill  and  Aaron  Finch  e.cting  as  marshals,  follo7/od  them  tc  the  grave  where  tboy 
were  ro-interrod  with  military  honors,  after  a solemn,  patriotic  and  feeling  ad- 
dress to  the  throne  e.nd  grace,  by  Rev.  A.  Hunter,  who  was  followed  in  an  elo- 
quent and  patriotic  funeral  oration  by  Hon.  E.  A*  Hannegan. 

The  procession  formed  at  12  o'clock  in  the  following  order:  1.  The  Coffin 
supported  by  eight  pall-bcarors , flanked  by  the  military  as  guards  of  honor, 

2.  Messrs.  Owen  and  narrick,  as  chief  neurners.  5*  The  officers  and  soldiers-  __ 
who  had  been  present  at  the  battle,  with  their  relatives  and  friends.  4.  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements.  5.  Citizens  and  strangers . *' 

— 0 — 

LAFAYETTE  DAILY  JOURNAL,  FEB.  9,  1350:  "COON-SE-DEOK-ER  IS  DEAD . Ccor.- 

se-dcck-cr,  a well-known  TVinncbago  Ind ian , died  last  fall  of  the  Small-pox.  He 
was  naturally  a superior  man,  honest  and  influential  among  hio  people.  He  was 
at  the  Battle  cf  Tippecanoe  under  Tocumsch,  (This  i3  an  error.  'Tecunoeh  was  in 
the  south  at  the  time  cf  the  battle  which  was  inotigatod  by  his  brothor,  The 
prophet.)  at  which  time  ho  was  about  fourteen  years  old,  as  he  used  to  repres- 
ent. Tc  facilitate  his  retreat  on  that  occasion,  he  threw  away  his  weapons  and 
divested  himself  cf  all  hio  clothing  except  the  sacred  garment . He  described 
the  battle  as  a terrible  affair  for  the  Indians." 

— 0 — 

The  Historical  Association  has  recently  purchased  the  Moses  Fowler  property 
in  Lafayette  and  within  a few  months  will  move  to  its  own  home  whore  you  will  be 
welcome  a 3 always. 


TIPPFCAROE  COTJFTY  PI  IS  TOPICAL  ASSCCIATICi: 
lapa7Ett'ii  , 'rt. 

Vol.  2,  Issue  2 Quarto rly  Bulletin January,  1042 

The  opening  of  the  L'useum  in  its  own  home  at  909  South  Street,  on  Febuary 
1st,  1942,  will  nark  a new  phase  in  the  life  of  the  Tippecanoe  County  Historical 
Association.  As  we  anticipate  this  greater  opportunity  to  serve  those  who 
cherish  the  past  and  would  learn  from  it,  a review  of  the  history  of  the  Associ- 
ation is  fitting.  Such  a presentation  was  given  by  hr.  Herbert  H.  Heimlich,  1st 
Vice  President  of  the  Association,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Tippecanoe  Lav  Dinner, 

Lev.  3rd,  1941.  That  you  may  be  informed  of  the  events  which  have  culminated  in 
this  present  home  the  entire  review  is  hereinafter  quoted: 

"The  present  society  was  born  in  the  mind  cf  the  late  Dr.  R.  B.  Wetherill, 
who  was  its  first  president  and  served  it  in  this  capacity  until  his  death  sever- 
al years  ago.  His  principal  passion  outside  of  his  professional  work,  I suppose, 
was  history.  He  traveled  to  far  and  remote  places  to  study  history  first-hand. 

He  delved  into  dusty  tomes  in  many  far-away  places. 

Eventually,  focussing  this  consuming  interest  close  at  home,  he  set  about 
reviving  the  county  historical  society,  with  all  this  implies.  Gathering  about 
him  a group  of  like-minded  people,  the  present  Tippecanoe  County  Historical 
Association  was  organized.  They  set  about  to  gather  and  preserve  especially 
local  history.  Dr.  Wetherill  realized,  more  than  anyone  else,  that  this  program 
should  not  be  confined  merely  to  information  and  data.  I anuscripts  and  books 
must  be  supplemented  by  objects  articles  and  relics  to  illustrate  them,  and  also 
for  their  own  value  and  contribution  to  history.  That  meant  a museum,  in  its 
broadest  sense. 

These  articles  should  serve  to  illustrate  the  life  and  customs  of  not  only 
cur  forebears  but  of  people  and  races  everywhere . Such  objects  not  only  defin- 
itely connect  us  with  the  past  and  vividly  tell  the  story  of  the  evolution  of 
civilization,  but  serve  also  to  impress  upon  us  probably  better  than  any  other 
way,  the  blessings,  advantages  and  conveniences  of  the  present  day.  Further, 
many  feel  that  an  intelligent  and  wise  planning  of  the  present  and  future  de- 
pends largely  upon  an  intelligent  understanding  of  the  past,  with  its  struggles, 
its  hardships,  its  sacrifices,  its  many  simplicities  of  living,  its  lack  of  the 
many  conveniences  we  know  today.  Too,  it  was  felt  that  many  learn  more  easily 
by  seeing  then  by  hearing  or  reading. 

That  briefly,  as  I see  it,  explains  the  reason  and  purpose  of  a museum. 

That,  too,  led  to  the  decision  of  Dr.  Wetherill  and  those  associated  with  him  in 
this  movement  to  establish  a museum  for  Tippecanoe  County. 

One  was  thereupon  opened  in  the  old  vocational  building,  now  the  city  hall. 

That  was  some  15  years  ago.  It  grew,  slowly,  but  attracted  increasing  interest 
and  attention.  Soon  these  quarters  were  outgrown  and  the  late  D.  L.  Ross  gen- 
ercusly  offered  quarters  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Ross  building.  The  tempo  of 
growth  and  interest  in  the  museum  quickened.  The  rooms  became  filled,  running 
over.  Many,  many  people  have  given  and  loaned  articles  for  display.  Thousands 
of  visitors  have  seen,  studied  and  enjoyed  the  extensive  collection. 
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Before  his  death.  Dr.  Wether ill  visioned  the  need  of  larger  quarters.  In 
1930  he  established  a trust  fund  of  $20,000,  now  grown  to  nearly  >30,000,  which 
might  be  used  to  purchase  or  build  a home,  or,  if  the  home  were  obtained  in  some 
other  manner,  income  from  the  fund  could  be  used  to  meet  expenses  and  promote 
the  work  of  the  museum  and  Historical  Association.  The  late  Thomas  Duncan, 

T.  F.  Gaylord,  and  Lillian  Taylor  Carpenter  also  made  generous  bequests.  All  of 
these  funds  and  other  gifts  have  been  carefully  preserved  and  husbanded,  to  the 
best  of  our  ability. 

later  Dr.  Wetherill,  in  his  will,  conferred  upon  his  executors  the  "full 
rip-ht  and  authority  to  dispose  of  my  art  treasures  to  some  qualified  museum,  art 
institute  or  art  gallery,  devoted  to  the  study  of  art  and  or  history,  either  in 
the  state  of  Indiana  or  elsewhere,  which  is  a permanent  institution  and  which 
will  a^ree  to  accept  arid  always  display  my  art  collections." 

This  collection,  as  described  in  the  will  includes  paintings,  engravings 
and  other  pictures  and  numerous  objects  of  art,  among  which  are  China  and  glass 
ware,  vases,  bronze,  statuary,  embroideries,  linens  and  historical  and  art  furn- 
iture, inherited  and  purchased  by  Dr.  VIetherill  in  this  and  other  countries,  in 
the  course  of  his  extensive  travels. 

The  esteem  in  which  Dr.  "Wetherill  held  the  collection,  also  its  value,  are 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  with  this  bequest  he  established  a trust  fund  of 
$50,000  proceeds  from  which  are  to  be  used  to  preserve  the  collection  and  meet 
expenses  of  its  exhibition. 

In  determining  the  meaning  of  the  term  "permanent  institution",  as  mentioned 
in  the  will,  it  was  hold  that  any  organization,  in  order  to  qualify  for  the  be- 
quest, must  own  its  home. 

The  Historical  Association  has  long  enjoyed  the  generosity  of  the  late  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  L.  Ross,  and  later  of  the  Ross  estate,  in  occupying  its  present 
quarters.  However,  especially  because  of  Dr.  Wether ill's  long  and  great  interest 
in  the  Historical  Association,  it  was  felt  that  this  organization,  above  all 
others,  should  become  the  recipient  and  custodian  of  his  art  collection.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  order  to  qualify  for  the  bequest,  it  was  determined  to  acquire  a 
property  which  would  provide  a permanent  home  for  the  museum  and  also  for  a 
Wether ill  collection. 

Construction  of  an  adequate  new  building  was  out  of  the  question  because 
of  lack  of  funds.  Consideration  was  given  the  old  Wethorill  home  on  South  Ninth 
Street.  The  Wethorill  will,  however  precluded  purchase  of  his  home  for  our  pur- 
pose with  this  statement:  "My  present  home  is  not  of  adequate  size  to  accommo- 

date the  collection  bequeathed  by  mo  and  all  the  articles  now  possessed  by  or  on 
display  at  the  present  museum  of  said  Historical  Association."  Some  suggested, 
out  of  sentiment,  that  wc  acquire  the  Wether ill  property  and  operate  the  museum 
in  two  places,  there  and  in  the  present  quarters  (Ross  Building).  Legal  opinion 
however,  held  that  it  was  Dr.  Wetherill ’ s intention  that  his  art  collection 
should  be  combined  with  the  collection  of  the  Historical  Association  under  one 
roof,  as  a single  exhibit. 
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Consequently,  after  long  and  studied  investigation,  it  was  suggested  that 
the  best  property  available  and  suitable,  meeting  needs  ard  within  our  financial 
ability,  was  the  palatial  home,  on  Couth  Street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth,  built 
92  years  a?o  by  the  late  Moses  G.  Fowler,  pioneer  resident  and  builder.  After 
considering  the  matter  at  several  meetings,  the  Board  cf  Governors  of  the  His- 
torical Association  authorized  the  purchase  of  this  property.  The  purchase  has 
now  been  consummated  and  the  Association  has  the  deed  for  the  property. 

In  thus  qualifying  for  the  bequest  mentioned,  the  Association  also  becomes 
the  permanent  beneficiary  of  the  $20,000  trust  fund  referred  to  a moment  ago. 

Dr.  Wetherill,  in  establishing  this  fund,  stipulated  that  if  the  Association  did 
not  own  a home  by  1950,  the  fund  be  diverted  to  Purdue  University  for  scholarships. 

People  we  considered  competent  made  a thorough  study  of  the  Fowler  home  and 
found  it  not  only  suitable  but  ideal,  in  every  respect,  for  a museum.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  a museum  niece  itself,  representing  the  pioneer  day  and  people 
of  Lafayette  and  Tippecanoe  County,  Despite,  ibs  ego,  it  has  been  found  as  sound 
strucurally  as  anything  which  might  be  erected  today.  It  represents  one  cf  the 
finest  types  of  English  Gothic  country  house  architecture  to  be  found  in  the 
state.  Its  woodwork  is  of  a quality  in  wood  and  workmanship  seldom  if  ever  seen 
in  modern  structures.  But  minor  repairs  have  been  found  necessary,  either  inside 
or  outside. 

The  rooms  for  the  most  part  arc  quite  large  ard  well-suited  for  our  purposes. 
The  drawing  room  and  library,  connected  by  a door  may  be  used  as  an  auditorium, 
ideal  for  lectures  and  the  Association’s  popular  lecture-teas.  A large  dining- 
room, adjacent  to  a large  kitchen  and  pantries  suggest  dinners  and  parties.  The 
house  is  situated  on  a lot  440  by  200  feet.  Or  the  two  main  floors  the  house  has 
some  7,500  square  feet  of  floor  space,  or  twice  the  space  in  our  present  quarters. 
In  addition,  there  are  a third  floor  and  basement  with  a large  garage  connected. 

At  the  back  of  the  house,  terraces  and  a sunken  garden  not  only  present  a 
beautiful  sight  but  also  suggest  many  delightful  possibilities,  such  as  sunset 
summer  concerts,  pageants  or  other  recitals,  any  of  which  would  provide  an  event 
long  to  remembered. 

Purchase  of  the  property,  besides  providing  the  society  with  a permanent, 
attractive  and  commodious  home,  also  served,  it  has  been  observed,  to  win  for  the 
society  the  extensive  Wetherill  collection  and  $50,000  trust  fund,  and  also  to  give 
it  permanent  possession  of  the  $20,000  Wetherill  trust  fund  established  in  1930. 
This  should  inspire  greater  interest  and  an  enlarged  membership  in  the  association, 
for  which  your  active  co-operation  is  necessary. 

The  annual  Lincoln  Tea-Lecture  will  be  given  on  Sunday,  Feb.  8,  1942  at 
2:30  P.  M.  in  the  Museum.  Mr.  Paul  ?•* . Angle,  Secretary  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Association,  Springfield,  Illinois,  will  speak  on  the  subject,  "Lincoln,  A War 
President."  The  committee  include  Hr.  Chas.  H.  Robertson,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Chas.  F. 
Robertson;  Hr.  & Mrs.  Harold  Cope;  Mrs,  Lucy  McMullin;  Mrs.  Geo.  Spitzer;  Lucy 
Wagoner  and  Mary  McMullin. 

The  membership  campaign  will  soon  be  getting  under  way.  We  hope  that  you 
will  renew'’  your  membership  and  invite  a friend  to  become  a member  also.  Museum 
week,  April  5-12  will  feature  HEIRLOOMS  AMD  HOBBIES.  Have  you  one  to  display? 
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TIPPECANOE  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION-! 

LAFAYETTE , IMP. 

Vol.  HI,  Issue  l"  QUARTERLY  BULLETIN  January,  19^ 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  publication  of  our  Quarterly  Bulletin  is  resumed 
after  a year  of  suspension.  The  editor  wishes  to  express  appreciation  to  the 
membership  for  their  tolerance  during  the  past  year  while  the  moving  of  the  museum 
and  re-establishment  in  its  own  home  have  been  the  main  objective  of  our  staff. 

With  all  of  that  now  behind  us  we  expect  our  publication  to  proceed  henceforth 
without  interruption  and  with  new  vigor. 

Many  of  you  have  visited  the  new  site  and  have  seen  its  beauty  and  usefulness. 
Others  may  be  interested  in  a few  facts.  Almost  a year  ago  the  Board  of  Governors 
extended  the  privilege  of  entertaining  here  once  during  the  current  year,  without 
charge,  to  all  clubs  and  organizations  of  various  typos  who  wished  to  do  so  with- 
in the  regular  hours  of  our  opening.  Needless  to  say  this  has  popularized  the 
museum.  It  has  helped  to  foster  a real  interost  and  pride  and  a sense  of  partic- 
ipation in  life  so  variously  lived  in  this  county.  The  following  figures  compiled 
from  Feb.  1,  1942  to  Jan.  1,  1945,  wc  foci  are  significant. 


58  Organizations  entertained,  total  attendance,  1495 

7 Planned  programs  by  the  Historical  Association  ^ ......  . 1620 

19  School  groups  (grade,  high  school,  university)  715 

Brownies,  Girl  Scouts,  Y.W.C.A.  groups  198 

Total  attendance  in  planned  groups  4028 


The  above  figures  do  not  include  the  average  wookly  attendance  which  varies 
with  weather  conditions  from  50  to  150. 
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Picturesque  names  of  country  schools  gone  long  ago  in  Tippecanoe  County: 
GRANNY'S  CORNER,  Jackson  Twp.;  SWAMP  ANGEL,  Lauramie  Two.;  THE  ARK,  RABBIT  TRACK, 
COFFEE  RUN,  Porry  Twp.;  NIPTIGHT,  Randolph  Twp.;  PASTEBOARD,  Sheffield  Twp.; 
HALFWAY,  Shclpy  Twp.;  HIGH  GAP,  Union  Twp.;  JACOB'S  TEMPLE,  FOX  DEN,  Wabash  Twp.; 
AMERICUS,  Washington  Twp.;  TADPOLE,  CORN  BREAD,  GROUND-HOG  SLIDE,  Wayne  Twp.; 
CHICKEN  COOP,  iVea  Twp.;  HOG  POINT,  Tippocanoo  Twp.;  FROG  POND,  Fairfield  Twp. 

(See  p.  56,  "The  First  Century  of  Tippecanoe  County  Schools"  by  Brainard  Hooker.) 
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Fashion  note  of  July  20,  1854,  from  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  being  an  amusing 

paragraph  from  a letter  received  from  Jane  by  Miss  Susan  Watt  who  was  later 

Mrs.  S.  K.  Richards  of  Lauramie  Township: 

" You  did  not  tell  me  whethor  you  had  seen  the  turkish  dross  yot,  which 

it  is  anticipated  will  be  adopted  by  all  American  ladies.  I have  not  seen  the  full 

costume  but  I saw  tho  breeches  and  I vow  I'll  never  woar  a pair.  0,  Sue,  are  you 

not  glad  that  tho  swolling  is  going  downward?  Twenty  years  ago  it  was  in  the 

bonnet,  afterward  in  the  sleeve,  next  in  the  bustlo  and  now  it  is  in  the  legs. 

Whore  tho  next  attack  will  be  is  not  for  mo  to  say,  but  I do  think  that  this  last 

i3  worse  than  either  of  tho  othors,  for  it  takes  a whole  breadth  of  cloth  to  make 
one  breeches  log.  What  do  you  think  the  ladies  will  do  now  that  used  to  say  they 

had  no  legs?  11  (See  OLD  LETTERS  file) 
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Tho  month  of  March  brings  annual  roll  call  and  enlistment  of  new  members. 

1,000  would  not  be  too  many  members  in  the  Association.  'What  do  you  think? 
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Apology  is  herein  tendered  for  the  omisoion  of  a very  important  name  and’ office 
which  occurred  unintentionally  in  the  preparation  of  the  annual  handbook  mailed  in 
October.  It  was  that  of  our  able  historian,  Dr*  William  M.  Re3er,  whoso  long  and 
valued  service  the  Board  of  Governors  sought  to  honor  by  electing  him  to  the  office 
of  Past  President  sinco  ill  hoalth  prevented  him  from  carrying  on  the  active  presi- 
dency. This  office  was  created  to  express  esteom  of  him  and  is  so  carried  upon  the 
roster  of  the  Association.  It  was  with  sincere  regret  that  the  omission  was  notod 
too  late  for  correction. 

— 0 — 

MIL IT ARY  NOTE:  Tho  following  excerpt  from  "Old  Sottlers"  by  Sand  ford  C.  Cox 

(p,  55)  alludes  to  the  manner  of  conducting  militia  muster  on  the  south  sido  of 
the  Wea  Prairie  in  the  early  times  by  Capt.  P.H.W.  (Patrick  Henry  Weaver,  3on  of 
Peter  Woaver,  first  settler  of  Wayne  Township.) 

" The  captain  was  a stout  built,  muscular  man  who  stood  six  feet  four  in 

his  boots  and  vioighod  over  two  hundred  pounds.  When  dressed  in  his  uniform — a 
blue  hunting  shirt,  fastened  with  a wide  red  sash,  with  epaulettes  on  each  shoul- 
der, his  large  3Word  fastened  by  his  thigh  and  tall  plume  waving  in  the  wind — ho 
looked  like  another  William  'Wallace  or  Roderick  Dhu,  unsheathing  his  claymore  in 
defence  of  his  country. 

Hi3  company  consisted  of  about  seventy  men  who  had  reluctantly  turned  out  to 
muster  to  avoid  paying  a fine,  some  with  guns,  some  with  sticks  and  others  carry- 
ing corn  stalks.  The  captain,  who  had  been  but  recently  elected,  understood  his 
business  better  than  his  men  supposed  he  did.  He  intended  to  give  them  a thorough 
drilling  and  show  them  that  he  understood  the  manoeuvres  of  the  military  art  as 
well  as  he  did  farming  and  fox  hunting — the  latter  of  which  was  one  of  his  favorite 
amusements.  After  forming  a hollow  square,  marching  and  countermarching  and  put- 
ing  them  through  several  other  evolutions,  according  to  Scott's  tactics,  he 
commanded  his  men  to  'form  a lino'.  They  partially  complied,  but  the  line  was 
crooked.  He. took  hi3  sword  and  passed  it  along  in  front  of  his  men,  straightening 
the  line.  By  tho  time  he  passed  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  on  casting 
his  eye  back  he  discovered  the  lino  presented  a zig-zag  and  unmilitary  appearance 
— some  of  the  men  were  leaning  on  their  guns,  3omc  on  their  sticks,  a yard  in  ad- 
vance of  the  line  and  others  as  far  in  the  rear. 

The  captain's  dander  rose.  He  threw  his  cocked  hat,  feather  and  all  on  the 
ground,  took  off  his  rod  sash  and  hunting  shirt  and  threw  them  with  his  sword  upon 
his  hat.  Ho  then  rolled  up  his  3leevo3  and  shouted  with  tho  voice  of  a stentor: 
GENTLEMEN'.  FORM  A LINE,  AND  KEEP  IT,  OR  I WILL  THRASH  THE  WHOLE  COMPANY i 
Instantly  tho  whole  line  was  as  straight  as  an  arrow.  The  captain  was  satisfied, 
put  hi3  clothes  on  again  and  nover  had  any  moro  trouble  in  drilling  his  company". 
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Recent  Accessions : From  the  Cary  Hone  For  Childron  wo  have  lately  received 

the  old  fashioned  square  piano  upon  which  P.aul  Dresser  composed  the  now  famous  song, 
ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  WABASH.  Manufactured  by  Decker  Brothers  of  Now  York,  it  was 
first  owned  by  William  Barbee,  an  early  resident  whoso  home  built  in  1851-52  at 
the  corner  of  Cincinnati  and  Missouri  (6th)  Streets,  wa3  one  of  the  most  hospitable 
and  pretentious  in  tho  city  of  that  day.  After  tho  breaking  up  of  the  Barboc  home, 
probably  about  1884,  the  pio.no  was  givon  to  Miss  Anna  Moore  who,  as  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Kramer,  accompaniod  her  husband  to  Attica  where  ho  established  the  old  Mudlavia 
Springs  Hotel  and  Sanitorium,  an  institution  which  came  to  bo  widely  known  for  its 
treatment  of  certain  o.ilment3.  Paul  Dresser  was  often  a guest  there  and  used 
freely  the  piano  which  stood  in  Mr3.  Kramer's  parlor.  It  was  on  one  of  those 
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occasions  in  the  summer  of  1897  that  he  wrote  the  song  which,  by  act  of  the  State 
Legislature,  became  the  state  song  of  Indiana  in  1915*  Surviving  the  firo  which 
destroyed  the  hotel  it  was  subsequently  placed  in  Cary  Home  by  Mrs.  Kramer  and  her 
sister,  Miss  Pricilla  Moore. 

To  Maude  McCroa  Roth  (Mrs#  Albert)  we  arc  indobted  for  possession  of  one  from 
a set  of  six  dining  room  chairs  brought  from  Scotland  in  1790  by  l/illiam  McCrea  who 
settled  in  Virginia  and  migratod  to  Tippecanoe  County  about  1850.  A fine  pair  of 
Staffordshire  vases  came  from  the  same  family  and  a pair  of  Wedgwood  vases,  also 
from  Mrs.  Roth,  were  possessions  handed  down  from  tho  family  of  David  Archibald  who, 
as  a lad  on  the  streets  of  Edinburgh,  was  seized  and  impressed  into  service  by  the 
British  to  fight  for  them  in  the  American  Revolution.  He  liked  the  colonics  in 
America  30  well  that  ho  remained  after  the  Revolution  and  settled  in  Virginia. 
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Concerning  the  First  Court  House  of  Tippocanoe  County , see  Board  of  Justices 
Record  B,  p.  157*  "....March  Session,  1850  Ordered,  that  the  County  Agent  pro- 

cure a Suitable  Table  for  the  bar  8 feet  in  length  by  4 feet  in  width  in  common 

plain  style Ordered  that  the  County  Agent  be  directed  to  employ  some  person  to 

lay  the  lower  floor  of  the  court  house  of  good  seasoned  oak  planks  one  and  a fourth 
inches  thick,  to  be  tongued  & grooved.  Also  to  have  the  roof  completed  and  the  base 
of  the  cupula  weather  boarded  the  boards  to  bo  plainod  and  a tempory  (temporary) 
covering  fixed  over  it  30  as  to  protect  it  and  timbers  below  from  rain.  Also  to 
procure  sash  for  the  windows  and  furnish  them  with  glass  and  have  at  least  one  door 
made  (the  balance  if  convenient).  By  direction  of  the  commissioners  tho  County 
Agent  was  authorized  to  choose  one  person  to  estimate  the  number  of  brick  furnished 
by  Isaac  Edwards  for  the  building  of  the  court  house  and  this  said  Edwards  r;ao  to 
choose  another  person  who  upon  disagreement  were  to  chooso  a third  person,  '.'/here- 
upon the  agent  choose  Joseph  Leo  and  Isaac  Edwards  choose  Daniel  Millor  v/ho  reports 
that  there  is  contninod  in  the  walls  of  the  court  house  one  hundred  and  seventy 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  & eighty  one  brick.  (178,281)" 

"March  Session,  I85O:  Allowed  to  John  Taylor  two  dollars  for  house  to  hold 

this  session  and  Probate  Court  in.  Allowed  to  John  V/.  Johnson  fifty  cents  for 
fire  wood . 11 

Concerning  tho  Guarding  of  Prisoners : July  Session,  1827.  Record  A.  Allowed 

$1.50  each  to  John  Gross,  Hoses  McFarland , David  Galbrcath,  Elijah  Paroon3,  L.  B. 
Stockton,  Abraham  Hornsbock,  Henry  Fix  for  guarding  prisoners.  Also  to  Daniel 
(David)  Durkec,  Sheriff,  for  keeping  prisoners  Mopps  and  Music,  the  sum  of  twelvo 
dollars.  (This  was  during  the  time  when  tho  first  jail,  built  of  logo  on  the  south 
east  corner  of  tho  public  square  was  in  process  of  construction  and  not  yet 
completed. ) 

March  Session,  1828,  contains  the  following  interesting  notations  regarding 
one  Susanna  Johnson,  probably  a demented  person  whoso  care  was  a public  charge: 

To  John  Majors  $5.90  for  guarding  Susanna  Johnson  4 days  and  6 nights  at  .59  each. 
John  Crooson  $7*02;  Jooiah  Richeson  $5.07;  John  Johnson  .78;  James  Brockman  .59; 
Alexander  Hoover  .78;  Abner  Calkin  .59;  Shcvolier  Richardson  .59;  Samuel  B. 
Richardson  .78;  John  McLelland  .78;  Henry  Boot  .78;  Nelson  Bringham  .78;  Henry 
7/ymcr  .59;  Daniel  Stockton  .59;  Jacob  Davidson  .78;  Also  $2.25  for  guarding  oamo 
prisoner  to  montgomory  county  jail  three  days  under  direction  of  tho  sheriff. 
William  M.  Smith  $2.25  for  guarding  same  three  days  to  nontgonery  county  jail. 

Jame3  Thornton  (Sheriff)  $15.95  ’for  monies  by  him  expended  in  guarding  and  trans- 
porting Susana  Johnson,  a prisoner,  from  Tippecanoe  to  Montgomery  jail  out  of  the 
County  Treasurer.'" 
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